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COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENTS HEALTH REFORM PROCESS —  
DISABILITY AND AGED CARE SERVICES FUNDING 

331. Hon ALISON XAMON to the minister representing the Minister for Health: 

I refer to the Council of Australian Governments health reform process and to proposed changes to the funding 
of bodies responsible for the provision of disability and aged care services.  

(1) What consultation will the minister undertake with the stakeholders? 

(2) Which stakeholders will be consulted?  

(3) What will be the time frame for the consultation? 

Hon HELEN MORTON replied: 

I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. The Minister for Health has advised the 
following — 

(1) The health reforms agreed to by the Premier at the 13 April COAG meeting included further reforms for 
mental health, dental health and aged care. Although for other parties this included agreement to 
changes in responsibilities for home and community aged care and disability services, Western 
Australia, along with Victoria, has so far agreed only to work with the commonwealth to consider 
potential changes in responsibilities for these services. This was to explicitly allow the ministers to 
consider any concerns their stakeholders may have raised, noting the different model currently in 
operation and the importance of maintaining existing service strengths in this state. The stakeholder 
representative meetings will be arranged by the Department of Health. 

(2) The stakeholders are yet to be determined. They will include peak community care bodies such as Aged 
Care Services WA, the Council of the Ageing, Carers WA and the Health Consumers Council.  

(3) It was agreed that these matters would be resolved before the next COAG meeting. The commonwealth 
has indicated that a COAG meeting will be held in July 2011, but this is yet to be confirmed.  

 


